Section Il

1947 Season
Preliminary Report

Seotion IIl was originally the northewest part of Section NN. At the be-

giming of the seasom it was ineluded in Seetion 00 and at the end of April

it m made & separate sestiom, It includes the area between the Great Drain
on the east and the Theseiom Platais on the west, Its northem boundary is the
line of the northern edge of the former Asteroskopiou Street and it extends
south for & distance of 85 meters, The land rises gently east to west between
the Hill of the Nymphs and the Kolonos Agoraios.

At the begimming of the season the northern part of the area was covered
by the modern Asterocskopiou Street which ran east from the Theseion Plataia.
In the area just te the south of this street a wide=cast-wost tremch had ex-
posed the foundatiens of Byzantine Houses II amd III and part of Roman Houses
B and D& 1In the southern part of the area the upper fill had been dug mainly

A NN nomemclature, retained as [Ul designations.
to Bysantine levels, though no buildings had come to light.

The work of the early part of the season was ooncermed almost exclusively
with the removal of Asteroskopiou Street, Approximately 2000 cubie moters of
earth had to be removed in order o bring it down to the level at which systema-
tie exeavation ocould be begun.. This was accamplished in early Jume.

The work of the remainder of the seasom may be discussed under the
following headingss

1. Roads and drainage system
2+ Buildings

8, Wells

4, lMiseellaneous

1. Roads and dreinage system
The modern Asteroskopiou Street was only the last in point of time of many

roads which erossed the narthern part of the sectiom from east to west. During
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the course of its removal sucoessive levels of hard packed road metal were
revealed bemeath it following the same oocurse as the modem street. We were
able to clear six such read levels of the Turkish and late Byzantine periods
over a large area, Between two levels of the Turkish period appeared layers of
burned meterial indicative of extemsive fires in this area during that time,
About half of the area of the road series was dug to the early Turkish level and
the remainder te the late Bysamtine., During these periods the roads were nearly

five meters wide,
A test out at the eastem end of the road in this sesction revealed a emmtin-

wation of the series of road levels below, the earliest of whish is probably %o
be dated in the 1st or 2nd eenturies A.Ds There are indications that the read
of the Roman period curved to the south-east whem it erossed the Great Drdin and
sarried on up the lower slope of the Areopagus possibly to commect with a complex

of roads meeting in Seotiom IT 6:- the road rwiming from the Agora around the

west side of the Areopagus. It is quite possible, however, that it may have
contimied on due east around the north slope of the Aoropolise Mre Jolm Travlos
has suggested that this may well be the route of the Street of the Tripods. It
should also be noted thit a western extensiom of the lime of the road earries it
in the direction of the Peiraic gate im the oity walls. The eontinued use of a
road route over many ecenturies dom to modem times has beem well demomstreted in
soveral instances in the Agora excavatiems, notable in that of the Panathenaie
street, Excavation of tiw lower road levels of this series may therefore be ex=
pected to produce findings of eonsiderable topographical intereat,

A seoond series of read levels rumning south was revealed along the western
edge of the Great Drain, 8ix levels dating from the 4th century B.C. to late
Roman times were examined in part and it was olear that the route was in use in
even earlier times, This series is of particular interest since it is & continua=-
tion of a road whioh was umoovered in Section NN. It is now exposed for 76
meters from the point where it enters the excavatioms am the lower slopes of the

Hill of the Nymphse
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At its widest this road was 2,50 meters and presumably it served mmly
pedestrians and mule traffic, It seems to have gome out of use in the 6th or
6th centuries A.D,, cut off at its northem end by a long castiwest vomerete
wall and choked up with debris frem the destructiom of the houses on elther side
80 that its idemtity was lost,

The road metal of this series was not as emsistently well preserved as in
the former, for rumning down the middle of the entire leagth of the read is &
large drainage channel formed of terrecotta tiles whish carried water and sewnge
from the Hill of the Nymphs to the Great Drain, This drain in its present form
is a construction of the lst or 2nd centuries A.D., and the trench dug for it
out down through five of the six levels of road metal which we examined leaving
only a narrow strip en either side.

The drain is for the most part formed of terracotta tiles half-oval in
section, 0,046 thisk, 0,40 wide, 0,42 high and 0,40 longs The tiles are laid in
pairs so as to form & omtinuous elliptiecal drainage channel 0,84 high and 0,40

wide, At ome point the series is interrupted for a stretoh of about 2,00 meters

for the insertion of a man-hole, Walls of large bricks laid in mortar are built
on either side to the full height of the drain and the upper series of tiles is
contimied on top of the walls, leaving an opeming sufficiemtly large to admit a
small man and affording encugh elbow roci in the drein for him to olear away any
stoppages. Comtemporary with the comstruetiom of this manhole are twe smll
house drains of rectangglar terracotta tiles leading in from either side. At
three other points along the course of the drain other such house dreins utilise
its sorvices and it seems possible that a large public latrine along its eastern
side may klso have emptied inti it in part, Above the upper series of tiles,
where they are preserved, were found many large complete storage amphoral of
stronz fabrie which served as packing to hold the drain tiles in place and relieve
the weight of the earth above.

This drain may pessibly be a replacement of an earlier drain serviecing this
area and it itself during the period of its use required several repairs whioch
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are represented at several points by makeshift covers oonsisting of stone slabs,
or storage amphorai and also by the substitutiom of flat tiles, laid to form a
gabled ohannel, for the lmlfeoval type.

The silt which filled its intorior was removed from about half of the drain
in this area and the latest datable cbjeots noted are of the latter half of the
Srd eentury A.De This is in acoord with the findings in the southern continua-
tion of the drain inm NN and in the Great Drain itself, The whole dminage sys=
tem here apparently was allowed to silt up after the Herulian destrustiom of 267

AJD.
2. Bulldings
Turkish House

The removal of Asteroskopiou Street brought to light emsiderable remains
of the south and west walls of a large Turkish hduse. The south wall was pre-
served aoross almost the entire width of the section and for several meters om
inbo Seetien 00 40 the east. A oconbimuation of it was picked up still further
to the east in Seetion 00 and it elearly carried on under the unexeavated spur of
Asteroskopiou Strest whish remins. The total expesed lemgth of this wall was
approximately 60 metres, The west wall formed a comer with the south wall 18

meters from the westem odge of the section and extended to the north for 14

meters, The foundations of three, possibly four, small rooms were uncovered om
the northern side of the south wall, Five large pithoi set inte the ground
inside the west wall were probably used by the cecupants of the bullding. The
Turkish east-west road ran along the southern side of the south wall,

The walls are of rubble masonry ca, 0,50 thick throughout with emsiderable
traces of plaster on the outer and immer surfaces. The south wall was mach
the best preserved, at one point to a height of 2,70, This was set inte the
earth to a depth of 0,60 below the floor level of the rooms.

The rooms were placed side by side along the northern side of the south
wall, Two wore 4,00 squarej the third, 8,00 x 4,00 nay have been divided in
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the middle by a mudebrick oross-wall, making a total of four roeoms of equal
sise, but teaces of such & sross-wall were not conolusives Of the two small

rooms one had e floor of packed earth cobbled in places with medium sised

rounded stones the other had a earefully construsted floor of smll stanes

overlaid with plaster. Along the west wall of the latter was a smell drain
formed of terracobta slabs, The third, larger, room hed a floor of packed
earth, and on its westem side was a small orude fireplace formed of two ;
large stanes placed to support the wood, with small bricks to serve as &

hearth on the floor between.

The good floor of the second of the small rooms was oonstructed in the
18th century, as evidenced by the pottery found bemeath it, This, however,
may represent only a late improvement in living eonditions and the house
isself may have been a oomstruction of the early Turkish periode

In this cammection it should be noted that a seotiom of the Turkish eity
wall of 1778 was uncovered in the 1939 campaign in the southern part of I
(then included in NN). This bit of nil ren southeeast to northewest and &
projectien of its line weuld join it to the line of the Turkish read rumning
along the southern side of this house ut a point a littlooutside ‘the edcavation
area to the west. A gate in the Turkish eity wall is lmown to have existed at

about this pointe

Bysantine Houses 11 end 111
The foundatioms of Bygantine House III and much of the western half of

House 11 with assoclated pithel were removed in the early part of the seasam
to permit the use of this part of the area for a service road for the trucks
carrying earth from the removal of Asteroskopiou Street, Borﬁh of these houses
were excavated in previous seasonss In the remainihg section of Byzantine
House II omly & small section of the floor of one room ard a partly dug square
well in an adjoining room were left for the present excavator to examine,

In the center of the floor was flund a small pithes into whieh led a small
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rectangular drain tile, It was lined with a thin coat of cement and the
lower part of its interior wes filled with cement mixed with briek fragments.
There was no outlet from it, so that it cennot have served as a floor dmin,
1t mist then have been used &s & temporary storage for liquids. From the
£411ing beneath the floor the sherds found were of & nondesoript rature end
could add no further information about the chranology of the house to that

obtained by previous excavatorse The well (see below, Well at 51-32/K=KA)

was dug to a depth of 4,80, at which point it had %o be ebandoned beecause of
the dangerous condition of its walls.
The foundations of Byzantine House II and the remaining pithol were re-

moved to permit excavation of the Roman levels bheneath,

Roman House D
This house partly underlay the foundations of Bysantine House III. Its
foundations were covered by the temporary service road early in the seasom

and were not examined further duri.nj this campaigne
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This designation has been given to a large room with a mosaie
floor of Romen date in the nor thwestem part of the area on the
southern side of the Kolonos Agoraios, The foundations of the
west wall of the Turkish house lay only a scant 0,50 above the lavel

of 'the mosalc and the builders of the pithoi essociated with it had

dug deep down through the mosaic destroying much of the design on

the westermn and northern edges. The greater part of the central
section had also been destroyed end the disturbed fill over the g
greater part of the room indicated that this destruction took

place in Turkish times. A well of Roman construction reused in
Turkish times cut through the south-eastern nga of the floor, All
told, however, about one half of the entire mosaic remains, pere
mitting the restoration of the scheme.

The mosaie consists of tesserae 0,01-0,015 m. square of white
marble, black and red limestone, and giass paste of various colors,
The northwest corner of the room was occupied by a panel, presum=
ably a figured scene, of which there remains only one small patch
of brillient blue backgrouwd, This was framed by two broad ormeamen=
tal bands; a 6-strand guilloche and a maeander, The east and south
sides of the floor were covered to a width of 2,60 metres by an |
interlocking design of 8-pointed stars and squares filled with a
variety of geometric motifs, Let into this design in the middle
of the south side of the room is a large rectangular panel pere
heps marking en entrance or other position of same importance; the
panel is filled with an elaborate end colorful geometric design.

A 1little marble revetment remeins in place on the face of the
north wall. Elsewhere the walls were painted and stuccoeds The

surviving parts of the lower wall show a Tloral design, the upper
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parts, fallen, a merbled effects Of particular interest is an

elaborately profiled cornice in plaster and fragmenis of stuccoed
meiling with round and lozenge-shapedepenels in high reliefs The
mosaie floor, to judge from its material and design, would date
from the first or second ocentury Ae De; the walls show traces of
rebuilding snd ad justment . The debris over the floor was of the
5th century AeDe

It seems possible that this room was a part of & large hoase
excavated in Section 1@ just to the north (see below [I® Romen
House D)e Its west wail aligns with the outer east wall of the
portico of that house. Disturbed fill intervening between the
two precludes certainty, but better evidence may be forthcoming
when the area to the west of the room is excavated. Traces of
the floor and wall plaster of another room adjoining Building B

on the north in Seotion 1@, were moted, but time dld not permit

excavation of it.

I8 _Roman House D.

In the course of exeavating the area around Bullding £ a
section of the south-east corner of this bullding was uncovered.
This corner had not been excavated in 1936 with the rest of the
building because at that time 1t lay beneath Asteroskopiou
Street. The plan of the building consisted of a large square
oentrai courtyard surrounded by a portico with rooms leading off
to the north, east, and west sides.

The walls of the building in the corner excavated this season
had been plundered but wall trenches were clearly di stinguishable,
The eorner formed by the inner south and emst walls of the portico
was definitely establisheds A cont inuation of the outer east

wall trench was traced, but its line was broken by disturbance
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in Turkish times. The outer south-east corner of the portico pro=-
bably lies in unexcavated £1ll a little ® the south,

Along the eastern edge of the courtyard we uncovered a
shallow drai nage channel of concrete 1,00 wide which presumably
served to cateh rain water falling from the eaves of the portico.
The draindge was carried from the courtyard by a small rectangular
terracotta tile drain leading into a deep catch-basin constructed
of brick masonry under the wall of the inner south~east corner of
the porticos A similar small drain leads from the cateh=basin
under the portico to the south. A good floor level of hard
packed earth was uncovered in the portico. This had been destroyed
in part by the construction of a well and a pithos. Pottery from
the destruction debris over the corner of the courtyard and from
the fill of the small drainage channel end catch-basin indicate
that the house went out of use 1}1 the 5th or 6th century A«De

The main emphasis in the excavation in this season was in
the southeeastem part whiech is included in the new museun site.
Here we uncovered extensive remains of several Roman buildings

constructed in relation to the north-south road and drain

mentioned aboves

Building A

On the eastern side of the road between it and the Great

Drain we cleared the foundations of & house constructed in the

early Empire and which remained in use until it waes finally dese
troyed in the 5th century A. De The plans of the rooms along the
road only could be distinguished though the house clearly exten=

ded over the Great Drain at one point, probably carried acioss

by beems inserted in cuttings in the west wall of the Drain, The

largest room was 5 meters square.
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The eastern wall of the house fronting on the road was
probably construeted of large rectangular conglomerate blocks,
Two only Pemain in place., It was possidble to trace the wall
trench from which the others were plundered for some distance,
The inner walls were of earth faced with plaster, the eastern
wall of two rooms employing the west wall of the Great Drain as a
foundation. The floors of two rooms were paved with terracotta
plaques laid in cement, the third was of well prepared clay.

When excavated the floors were found to be covered with a
mase of debris and some burned material from the superstmmeture
of the house, Of the roof-tiles none was camplete and meny
periods were represented, A amall section of the painted plaster
from the wall was found on the floor of one rooms Its decoration
consisted of bands of red and green with sprays of green foliage

between,

A well (see below Well at 48/AB) with a marble well-head and

block wes situated in the middla of the preserved section of the
house, A short length of masonry of rough stones and mortar with
a row of broad roofr-tiles beside it may represent a crude court=-
yard laundry. A house drain led from one room into the Great
Draine Space for its entrance was left between the elliptical
tiles at this point, so it must be contemporary with the construe-
tion of the elliptical-tile repair of that drain., A second house

drain ledds fran the area of the well-=head into the street drain

west of it.
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Roman House B

This large house is located along the western side of the

north-south road, Nine of its rooms and pert of a central peri-
style and impluvium were uncovered entirely or in part during

this season, Other rooms undoubtedly are to be found further to
the west and north. As in Building A the wall on the street side
was of large conglomerate blocks, The walls of two rooms are of
stone, brick and mortar construction, One has a poured concrete
foundation topped with stone slabs. The others, where preserved,
are of earth faced with plaster, Some are preserved to a remarke
able height, in one case 2,50 above floor level, in others to
shoulder height., In four rooms end on the wall of the peristyle
large sections of the painted plaster decoration is preserved, In
one case the decorative scheme imitates veined marble; another has
g dado below with white panels set off by vertical bands of green
and red with floral designs between the bands; in a third the
upper part of the wall had broad panels of bright yellow separcted
by bands of black and red; while a fourth has a plain white ground
with vertical lines of black at set intervals. Marble doorsills
remain in place at the entrances to four rooms, The impluvium is
constructed of large marble blocks with a floor of cemené wii ch
still shows the impression of the marble plaques with which it was
lined, Large marble columns stood at the corners of the impluvium,
On the floor of one large room was a small marble base with a
cutting in its upper surface possibly for the insertion of a small
statue or hermj in front of it a mmall marble sltar lay on its
side. Two rooms have floors of marble chips laid in conerete; in
the corner of one of these‘is a shallow footbath let into the
floor end lined with cement, The date of construction of the
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building has not been definitely established. It was destioyed by

fire in thelath or 6th century A.De

Building P ;
This building lies just to the south of Roman House B. During

this season we excavated a part of one large room, exposing its en=
tire east wall, 8 metres long, and 6 metres of its north and south
walls. Its walls carry on under the present service road running
across the southern end of the section. In Section NN a south -
wall of another room with the turn of its east wall were also
cleared this season.

Tts construction is substantial, with poured concrete founda=
tions and walls of 1a_rge blocks of conglomerate preserved to a
height of 1,00 above the floor, which is of hard packed earth.

The inner surfaces of the walls retain part of the painted plaster
decoration which consisted of a dado painted to imitate veined
marble plaques. The upper part of the wall, to judge from the
plaster fragments found on the floor, had panels of red eand yel low,

An impduvium adjoining this room on the north at the same
level may perhaps belong to the same building., The fill abowe it
indicates, however, that it was in use at a later date. It 18
built of reused merble blocks end has a floor of cement, Part of
it was destroyed by Byzantine intrusion.

Evidence for the destruction of the building by fire were
abundant®. The entire area of the floor which we cleared was
covered with carbonized meterial and above this were masses of
broken tiles from the roof, It was ¢lear that the house had not
been rebuilt following its destruction.

1. This designation is used since it is so referred to in
Section NN where the southern part of the building was
uncovered early in the season.

2, Not inecluding the impluvium,
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The finds fram floor level were of particular interest,
In a trough formed of large terracotta plajues lay a well preserved
Roman portrait bust of an elderly man, Near a crude hearth on the
western side of the rooh was a bronze thymiaterion with a square
stepped base surmounted by an octagonal fuel container, Just
above it was a large fragmentary bronze bowl whose wvim was decor=
ated with a frieze of animals in relief. Seat tered on the floor in
the centre of the room we;-e other small bronzes including a complete=
ly preserved statuette of a seated Fros, In the southwest comer
of the room were found 56 bronze coins dating for the most part from

the 2nd and 3rd centuries A, D., the latest of which, a coin of

Gallienus (255—2§8 AsDs), provides us with the date and cause of

the destruction, the invasion of the Heruli in 267 A«Ds

Latrine

In the southeastern corner .or the section between the na the
south road end the Great Drain and partly underlying Building A we
excavated a small public latrine of the Hellenistioc periods In
plan it consists of a paved floor 3,00 x 9.00, originally covered
with a thin layer of cement over a cobbled base, with a rectan=
guler channel ca., 0,40 deep and 0,25 wide lined with hydraulic
cement along each of three sides, The entrence was probably from
the street, The east and south channels led into the Great Dreain,
while the west, which is less completely preserved, may have
emptied into the street drain, No evidence for a superstructure
was obtained. It is likely that 1t was actually unroofeds
Other Buildings

The foundations of several other small buildings of Hellen=

istic date were uncovered in the southeastem quarter of the area

MM 1947.13.jpg



- 14 -

west of the north-south street. Along the east wall of Building
P, at a lower level, were the foundations of the west wall with an
associfited floor level of a room 3,00 by 4.00 designated Buildl ng
He It probably continues on under Building P« A broad drai nage
channel of mortar rwms along its south side., Part of a courtyard(?)
4.00 by 5,00 at the same level just to the south with a well (see
below Well at 31/ME) in one corner may be associated with 1t. A
hard packed floor set off in part by a low stone curb be tween
Building H and the courtyard was covered with fregmemts of roof
tiles and pottery. Here we found a terracotta plaquwe in lov re=
lief of Herakles riding a mule and a large black-glazed Hellenistie

bowle
Along the western side of the road were the foundations of a

large room 6,00 by 6.,00 at a lower level. Byzantine disturbance had

deatro yed much of its floor.

3« Vells

Five wells were excavated here this season. Two were complete=
ly dug, three had to be abandoned because of danéerous conditl ons,.
Well at 26/2T: This was located in the southeast corner of the
mosaie floor of Building E. Its mouth rose oca. 0.25 above the
floor. The upper part was built of small stones and mortar, but
from a 1ittle below the surface to bottom, at 11,10, it was con=
structed of gool Roman well tiles. There was no distinet well
£i11, and the sherds were of all periods down to the 19th century.
1t must therefore have been completely cleaned out, and refilied

in modern times,
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Well at 51-32/K§KA: This well was originally Roman reused in By-
zantine times, in Byzantine House II. The upper part was cons tructed
of large blocks of cmglomerate to form & squaere shaft. But about
2,00 below the surface we encountered a large marble well sleab with
a eireular opening. Below this the well was circular with walls
built of small stones, At 4,90 work had to be stopped since the
walls were in danger of collapsings. The £111 to this point pro duced
1ittle but coarse sherds except for one early Turkish fragment.,

Well at 48/AB: This is associated with Building A¢ It had a cire
culaer marble well=head with a rectangular well sleb beneath, The
construction throughout was of well tiles. It produced little to

o depth of 8,60, Between this point and bottom at 9470 it produced
quantities of pitchers and amphorai, many complete, of the 5th or

6th centuries A.De
Well at 31/ME: This well is located in the courtyard assoclated with

Building He¢ It had a mekeshift well-head of terracotta well tiles

on a large poros well sleb in whose surface were cuttings for the in=-
sertion of uprights to support a pulley. It was not possible to dig
1t entirely because of the presence of gas, The sherds were mostly :
coarse except for a Hellenistie terracotta grotesque head, Of in-
terest was a great mass of well cleaned bright red cley which may
have been thrown in from some nearby coroplast's or potter's shope
Well at 20/MB: This well had at one time served a modern theatre

in this area and had been partly cleaned out in previous years. It
was believed to be originally of ancient construction and we tried
to dig it in order to clear the way for our trucks. But gas again
prevented its completion and it was refilled.
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Wells and Cistern at 47-89/MA: The opening of one well and the
mouth of a large eistern (?) cutting into the side of a second wall
were noted at the bottom of a deep cut made on the north edge of the
Jatrine at the level of the bottom of the Great Drains 4t would be
necessary to dig away peart of the floor of the latrine to excavate
these without danger of cave~ins, Accordingly we dlid not attempt

to eclear them this season, The fill above them was of the 5th

century BeCe

4, Miseellaneous
Grave at 36/AA: This was a cremation burial of a emall child.

Small bits of bones mixed with burned materisl and the gragments

of 22 small vases snd a Type 8 lamp were found in a small compact
pocket, The “vases included a black glezed kantharos, two smal 1
West Slope kantharoi, two partly glazed plates, eight small) unglazed
dishes, two one-handled jugs, a pitcher, en unguentariug, two
cogered two-handled bowls, two covered one~handled bowls, and one

covered bowl without handles. The burial may be dated in tl» early

third eentury B.Ce.

At the end of the season the situation in this section 1s as
follows. In the southeastern quarter of the area the Romen leveh
has been clesred, Along the southern boundary te drock has teen
exposed in several places and it seems clear that 1ittle earth
remains between the Roman level and bedroek here. Cons idereb le
£111 covers the southwestern quarter above the western parts of

Puilding P and Roman House By which remain to be excavateds A

11ttle $o the south in NN and to the north near Building E the
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vedrook level is high and it may be expected that no formidable

quantity of earth remains to be dug here therefore., Along the nor-
thermn edge of the section in the valley between Kolonos Agoraios
end the Areopagus a considerable mass of accumulated silt north

of the series of east-west road levels can probably be removed
rapidly. The examination of the east-west and north-south road

levels will require more painstaking excavation,
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