AGORA EXCAVATION SUMMARY 1966

EXCAVATION ZENEATH TIE MODERN ROAD SOUTH OF THE

THESETON AND THE SOUTHWEST FOUNTAIN HOUSE (Section K; X v. XXI1)
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Durirng the summer of 1966, excavations were carried out beneath the modern
Asteroskopeior Street which runs east to west between t e north slope of the Areo-
»igus and the South Square comlex at the south side of Lhe Agora. T:is report
concerns the excavation of the portion of this road bordering the south side of the
Theseion arnd the Southwest Fountain House. T'is area is at the south edpe € Se:tion
K where it borders Section ST', and lies approxim.tely wit in grid coordinates
J15 to 6 on the Agora plan, The 5.00m. wi<th of this cut was set by the widt
of t:e road bordered on both sides by the remains of modern house walls, and its
length was 65,00m. eastward from the southeast corner of the Treseion. This nortion of
the excavation is adjacent to the 1965 cut made across the road at the jurc tion of
South Stoa II and the Theseion (cf. K XXI, 1965). The length of the excavation was
divided into five consecutive trencies separated by 1.00m. wide martyrs, the first
four trenches heing 10,00m. long and the last 18,00m. to 20.00m. ending in a diagonal
scarp to accomodate the fence and detoured road southwest of the Southwest Fountain
House,

The general purpose of the excavation was to investigate the course of the
roadway and its adjacent monuments at successive levels of use from Turkish time s
nack to the Clas ical Greck period. A more specific objective was to bring the area
of the road down to its classical disposition and to explore the line of the Great
Poros Aqueduct exposed in the Theseion-South Stoa TI cut of 1965 and south of the

southwest corner of the Theseion in 1960,

Because of t e proximity of bedrock to the surface in this area, there was

no neat stratification of the different periods of habitation, but a very compact
serics of settlements, each one utilized or disturbed by its successors, DJecuause of
this high rate of disturbance and the scarcity of integral monuments, the archaeo-
logical evidence seems to lend itself to a chronological rather than a strictly
monumental treatment, Therefore, in this summary we will discuss the succeeding

periods of habitation in terms of the evidence, devoting particular attention to

K 1966.01.jpg



the more striking monuments within these periods. locations will be pin-pointed in

(2
this report by referpces to the grid coordinates of the Agora plan and also to

trench numbers which ~re relevant to the plans and descriptions of the excavation

notebook, K XXII., Small finds will be refered to by their catalogue numbers,

MYCENAEAN TO ARCHAIC PERIODS

Oour digging this season yielded no structural remains of pre-Classical times,
but we did find a number of Mycenaean and Geometric potsherds, usually in mixed fills,
which amply attest to the presence of these cultures, One small pocket of exclusively
Geometric sherds, including one catalogued piece with the' painted figure of a horse
(K _F}BQE,P 32';11596)7, was found in thrown bedrock .etween two Syzantine pithoi just south
of the Theseion in Trench IIT (I16). This group of sherds must have been thrown out
from a Ceometric deposit during the construction of one of the pithoi. The major portion
of the road south of the Theseion was disf.urbed by its Bysantine inhabitar:xt.s down
to bedrock, and the surviving remnants of the Classical period here rest on bedrock
or are cut into bedrock. T:is would explain the scarcity of evidence from the
Mycenaean and Geometric periods - they were simply all destroyed in the construction
or pillaging by later peoples at the level of bedrock, or they are still covered by
Classical structures, At te west end of the excavation, south of the Southwest
Fountain ''ouse, there was a higher frequency of Geometric sherds mixed with Classical
pieces around t! e lower levels of the Sth and Lth century B.C. walls. Since the

excavation tris season did not reach the lowest levels of these walls or tke bedrock

beneath, future dipgring may still yleld evidence of the earlier civilizations here.

FIFTH AND FOURTH CENTURIES B.C.

Ne“r the end of this season, we discovered our oldest and least expected
monumental find, a religious sanctuary at the road intersection at the west end
of Trench V ('6), southwest of the Southwest Fountain House., Since there was not

suflicient time this season to complete the excavation of this temenos, we can only
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present the evidence to date, leaving a definitive statement on the nature, size,

and date of the monument until it is completely examined, In its present disposition,
the temenos consists of an enclosure of two polygonal walls radiating southwestward

at a 60 degree angle from a corner, and running into the scarp at the west end of our
final trench. The northern wall, exposed to a length of 30.0um., lies at a slight
NE-SW angle, while the other wall angles 60 degrees further to the southwest and

is 2.70m, long at the point where it enters the scarp. The wall is constructed of
Acropolis limestone in intermittent large blocks with smaller blocks of irregular
shape between, all very neatly fitted. At the outer surface of the wall the blocks are
hewn flat and evenly alligned, ut on the inner side "they «: & are roughly cut and
uneven, At t e corner of the structure, again:t the northern wall, a marble boundary
stone (K Finds, I?:?r’%;., inscribed with the words TO HIERO, marks the area as a sacred
precinct. The acute 60 degree angle of the wall suggests that the shape of the hieron
will prove to be triangular, possibly an equilateral triangle. Though we may not yet rave
reached a road level contemporary with this structure, it seems certain that its

shape has been influenced by its location at the Jumtion of our east-west road,

a road coming around t.e west slope of the Areopagus, and a branch leading into the
Agora at its southwest r:bmer. A triangular precinct would not ove unp'ara.lleled.

Two triangular abatons have Leen excavated on Delos, one behind the Agora of The

Italians (Exploration Arch. Delos, XIX, appendix 2, p.205; Guide, #71, p.125), and

the other north of the Sacred Lake (Guide, #63, p.120).

Only the outer side of the northern wall of the hieron was dug to significant depth,
ca. 1,00m. below t e highest point of the preserved wall, and even this did not uncower
the bottom of the wall or any sign of wall socles., The fill from the lower Q,50m.,
which includes the level of the po_ro;l, yielded many shcrds which on close ex~mination
proved to be all datable within a span of 30 years, Despite the consistency of this

pottery, it is from fill which lay at the level of the horos and above it, and

therefore its chronological relationship to the temenos can be known only when the
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lowes: ievels of the entire wall are excavated, The bilk of the pottery is red-figured
and lack-r'azed sherds with glaze of generally good and sometimes excellent quality.
A numt r of bases survive which 'a ve very neatly profilcd feet, the underside displaying
well difined plazed zones and circles with a pleasing balance of light and dark.
ack-glazed cup Lottoms with impressed decorations of very good quality are

re resented in tis deposit, The most common of these decorations is a centerpiece of
palmet'es surrounded by an ovule or tongue border. Some pieces lave on the outside

a painted motif of red-figure rays radiating up from the bise, This pottery, though
mic more fragment:ry, is remarkably close in quality, shapes, and design to a

de osit fo nd in ~ well on the Kolonos Agoraios in 1937 which Corbettassigns to t'e
years between 425 and 100 3,C. (CorbetfP., Attic Pottery of The Late Fifth Century,
Yesperia, vl.18, 1949, p.298). A black-glazed one-handler (K M,%;E;)?}mm the

£411 ~roind the horos of the hieron is paralleled by a one-handler treated by

Cor <! (oo, cit. Catalogue, #7h, p.330; P1.93). Further indication of - date ca,

13 =)2" for this one-handler is found in several such bowls from the well (R 13=L)
under the Ii.rary of Pantainos ( cf. P2310, P2311, P2312, P2313, P231L, P2315, P2316,
p2317, and the pottery summaries in the notebook for Section Tota, vol. X, p.1887).
Througrout this level of fill there was a great numoer of mar .le working chips.

Their presence cven above the level of the boundary stone wonld preclude thelr coming

from the carving of this stone, unless they we:e dumped nearby during the construction

of ire temenos and then tharown back into the area when the horos was cov:ired U.pf.;k.'.;,h
Se~w s ua\\'kc\y .

only one small layer of fill was removed from inside the temenos walls, and this
was ne“r their upper limit, Very little pottery was found, .ut distinctive was a
piece of black-glazed ware with rouletting on the inside, Corbet (op.cit., p.30L)
dates t e introduction of this decoration to the second quarter of the Lith century

if not somewhat efore,

ez o
T e bornd ry stone of the hieron (K Finds, 377C) has been excavated 0,30m,
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down from its top surface, Its width and thichness are 0.27m. and 0.,16m, respectively.
Tse uoper 10 centimeters of the face has been smoothed as a background for the
inscription, TO HIERO, which is carved in very neat letters of 0,028m, height

and 0,26m, spacing, The rest of the inscribed face, the top, and the sides are
roughly ut very evenly picked. If the road passed this side of tle hieron as it
seems, the excellent condition of this gbone and its inscription would suggest that

it was protected by a curb stone or that it was buried soon after its erection.

It is interesting to speculate on the date of the inscri tion from its spelling
and letter forms, though ultimately the excavated pottery from the entire hieron
mist provide both the date of the edifice and its boundary stone, The absence af
the word horos as understood,and the genitive of the place name is neither unusual
nor indicative of a particular period. The omicron ending for the genitive singular
makes the inscription certainly pre-Eucleidean, but this is already a,.parent from
the pottery at the highest level of the stone. The initial H for the spiritus
asper is used even into the lLith century. Most interesting is the use of the tailed
Ex_t_:_. Miss Jeffery states that the tailed ﬂ mappears in the last years of the

sixth and early part of the fifth centuries”(Jefi‘ery, Local Scripts of Archaic

grecce, pe 67). Actually it is not found in public documents long after the middle

of the 5th century, though there is the possibility of archaism in a religious

boundary stone of this kind, The public boundary stones of the Peiraeus (I.G, I 2,587;

892), which use the tailed rho, are dated 479 - LS50 2,C., ut this dating is ased
orimarily on the letter forms., However, an Attic decree concerning the settlement
of Chalcis (I.C. I 2, 39) can e dated independently of its letter forms, for it
surely followed immediatbly after the reduction of Euboea (autumn, LL6 B.C.) of
which C-alcis was the key. This decree uses both the tailed and tailless rho,

which supgrests a transition ca. Lh6-LL5 5,C. and the terminus ante quem of the

tailed letter. The absence of the tailed rho in Attic decrees after L5 corroborates
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+ ot or inscrintions from the Agora using the tailed rho vid, Jeffery,

XTI ) 111‘{‘1 \

Mnal °,15m, layer oi fiil was removed outside the northern hieron wall, Lelow
t described a ove,in an a!tempt to [ind its foundation. The bottom of tihe wall was

not reac ed and dipging was suspended at this point, but beneath t is layer was a

-ard cravel road strosis. The layer of fiil above tiis strosis contained a mixture

of sherds which included two Geometric terra-cot'a orse lLeads, a few Archaic pieces,

one niece o hlack-figore, and some sherds of 5th century red-figure and black-

rlazed wares,

Another denosit near the east end of this excivation yielded pottery similar to
the late 5th ceniury pileces around the voundary stone of the hieron. Tris closed
denosit was from a square settling basin cut in bedrock at the north end of Trench IT
sout> of the T eseion (J1£), 1.30m. below the modern road surface, Tre basin is lined

wit" roupgh-picked limestone blocks of (.20 = 0,30m. thickness, closely fitted and

ronded with rmd mortar, a construction similar to that of the hieron in material and

quality, if not size. The pottery all points to the end of the 5th century B,C, as

the da'e of the filling of the basin: fine red-figure and clack-glazed sherds with
pPLISES
imprecsed ~almette decorations, one intact black-glazed salt dish (K Finds,3739),
PLISES
a ne-r-complete black-glazed one-handler (K Finds, 37.0)}. The pottery here also
similar to the Kolonos Agoraios well cdenosit of 1937 ( For the small black-glazed
1t dish, ef Corbett!s treatmen! of a nearly identical piece. o».cit. Catalogue,
De33 !y #69; P1.93). T is sguare settling .asin is partially on the line of the
east-west Poros Gutter bordering the south side of tne ancient road, wumt its depth

below the Poros Cutier trench and its pottery suggest a date earlier than that of

the putter,

™his seasons excavalion continued the investipation of the Great Poros Aqueduct
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weslvard [rom the junction of South Stoa IT and the Theseion where it was exposed in
1965. As w~s the case in the previous years cut, the lth century roadway - above the
aqueduct was disturbed to bedrock in the ‘yzantine period, but of the aqueduct in
our area, only intermittent sections of the massive poros floor slabs and side walls
survived the pillage in the same period, The full height of the side walls here
survived only near the southeast cornmer of the Theseion where the pillagers had

egin their work, The small amount of fill removed from the specus yielded one

distinc tive piece of Roman pottery, a nearly whole Arretine, bell-shaped, flange-
PL1IS70
rimmed cup (K Finds, 3765). Ro'inson dates a similar Arretine cup to the middle of

the Ist century A.D., (The Athenian Agora,v.5 , Pottery of The Roman Period, G 72,

P2208lL). Other nearly identical Arretine vessels in the Agora study collection are
PB06L and P9155. A piece of Arretine ware of this period was also found in the fill
of the Poros Aqueduct in the 1965 cut just a few feet east of this year's find,

It would seem tiat tie aqueduct should have functioned until its re~lacement by

the Vadrianic system, but perhaps it fell into careless use early in the Ist century
A.D. with the wrter flowing thereafter a ove the collacted sediment in the specus

rather than througr the channel cut in the floor blocks.

At the point in line with the southeast corner of the Theseion, the Poros
Aqueduct makes an abrupt 15 degree turn to the northwest, runs in this line for
15.00m, to the south wall of the Theseion where it turns again 15 degrees directly
westward and follows the back wall of the Theseion to the Southwest Fountain House,
This turning of the aqueduct represents the change of its course as well as the
course of the ancient road a'ove it from the back wall of South Stoa I to the
back wall of the Theseion, This year we did not pursue the course of the Great
Poros Aqueduct beyond 21,00m, west of the southeast corner of the Theseion since

it had already been excavated in that area in the summer of 1960.
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From 21.00m, west of the southeast corner of the Theseion to the hieron
southwest of the Southwest Fountain House the ancient gra.irel road surface was
exposed,except where it had been built over in Roman times or cut into by the construction
of Byzantine pithoi. Throughout much of this distance, stretches of the Poros Gutter
or its trench were uncovered bordering the south side of the road. This channel ,
made of the same soft, cream-colored poros as the ancient aqueduct, is a continuation
of the gutter which was first found in 1955 bordering the road in Sction T (cf. T XXIX,
pp. 5695 ff.; T XXX, 5865 ff.). The width of the road between the poros Gutter and
the south wall of the Theseion is ca. 5.,00m, A piece of the Poros Gutter preserved
in situ at the south side of TrenchI (J15) indicates a 15 degree turn of the gutter
in 1ine with the turn of the Poros Aqueduct and roadway at the southeast cornmer of

th: Theseion.

South of the Southwest Fountain House, at the martyr between Trenches IV and V
(H6), a trioutary of the Poros Gutter was found Jjoining at right angles to the
east-west channel from the direction of the Areopagus to the south, This triiutary

proved to be of the same dimensiong and in perfect allignment with a section of

poros channel found 7.00m. to the south in Sction ST' in 1932 (cf. ST*,III, pp. L20 £f.).

A poros channel of similar dimensions was found further to the east in Section ST!
also in 1932 (ST' II, pp. 255 ff.), .ut we were unable to discover a sign of any

connection to our pgutter from that direction,

A search for the walls of ancient buildings which must have sat south of the
road proved profitable only in the area south of the Southwest Fountain House,
The line of Byzantine pithos construction which was so destructive south of the
road in the eastern trenches moved northward and spared some of the ancient walls
in the western end of the excavation., The preserved wall fronting on the Poros Gutter
extends 12,00m. to the corner of the hieron but does not join wit! it, At this point

it must have had a side wall to the south which would have been destroyed by the
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construction of a modern gas-line manhole which we removed here. This ancient house
seems to ave becn wilt later than the hieron and possibly covered an intersecting road
wich ran beside the southwest wall of the sanctuary, The length of the front house
wall is interrupted by a gap of ca. 1.50m. which served as an entrance to one house

or an alley between two houses, At right angles to the front walls at this gap

the only remnants of side walls project ca. 1.50m. to the south but,are extensively

damaged from the laying of the modern gas line.

The house walls are constructed of large rectangular (1.10m. by 0,LOm, by 0,LOm,)
blocks of Acropolis limestone. We uncovered two courses of wall blocks of which the upper
was in some places pillaged, The lower course lies well below the level of the Poros

Gutter, but these blocks may be foundation,and do not necessarily indicate that the

b-ilding antedates the gutter. 3ut as in the case of the hieron, there was not sufficient

time this oeason to excavate these walls to their full depth or to examine all of
the fill within their borders, It appears that this building may originally have
fronted on an earlier road and survived to be used after the construction of the
Poros Cutter and road surface at a higher lewvel., The appeal of this idea can be seen
in a section drawing made across this area from the Southwest Annex to the South-
west Fountain 'iouse (cf. K,XXIII). A strosis of hard road metal containing early
ith century pottery, discovered in the scarp above the Annex, slopes upward to the
south beneath the upper road surface and gutter, and toward the lowest level of our
excavated wall, The lowest level of fill dug from the floor within the ancient house
contained sherds predominantly of the first quarter of the Lth century B.C. The
stamped and painted decorations of this pottery show a marked decline in quality
from the late 5th century wares, particularly in the careless stamping of palmettes

and rendering of zones and circles on the undersides,

A search for further walls just to the east of this house uncovered instead

a well wich may have been contemporary-with this house, Since this well was only
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excavated at the upver surface this season, there was insufficient pottery for an
accirate datine., The well was partially covered by a wall o the Late Roman or
3yzantine period and by the modern house wall at the south side of the trench., It
had caved in at the top, leaving a gaping mouth of 2,00m. width, but many pieces of
a poros limestone well rim found in tie fill indicate that the diameter of the
mouth was mich less before the cave-in, The position of these poros blocks at the
nighest level indicates that the rim fell in after the well was filled. The grand
style of ti'is rim and its material woul: suggest that t e well was constructed in

t'e buvilding program which nroduced the Poros Aqueduct oY the Poros Gutter,

HELLENISTIC PERIOD

The excavation of the road south of the Tieseion and the Southwest Fountain
House ylelded no distinctive structures of th: Hellenistic times, though much
Hellenistic pottery was found mixed with sherds of earlier and later periods, T e
pottery found around t'e Poros Gutter tributary excavated in Section ST! in 1932
suggested a ellenistic date for that chamnel, though it could have been a later
addition to the main east-west gutt.er.. ut it is not inconceivable the the whole
Poros Gutter sysiem is llellenistic. Another piece of stray Hellenistic evidenca
was a columnar grave morument (K Finds,I;;’??Lj) used as t e cornerstone for a late
wall in "renches I and IT (J15-16) south of the Theseion, This type of momument
with it circular molding near the top is recognizacly Hellenistic as are the size
and style of it inscried letters, Even the name of the honored dead, Berenice of
Antioch, strikes a llellenistic note. The abs ence of distinetly Hellenistic structures
in contrast to the amount of pottery from that period is proba ly best explained

by the fact that the transition from the Classical period is not characterized

by any w olesale destr:ction and rebuilding, ut simply the coniinued use of the

durable structures of the earlier period. This phenomenon is well exemplified just
adjacent to this road in the ellenistic remodelling and use of the Theseion and

the Southwest Fountain 'ouse,
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ROMAN PRIOD

The remnants of Roman habitation in the area of the east-west road were fairly
extensive, especially south of the Southwest Fountain HYouse, As pointed out above in
tie discussion of the Great Poros Aqueduct, the Romans continued to use that water
' channel, possitly to the time of Hadrian, The Poros Gutter was also used at least in
the early Roman period, though it must hawe served a different fugzt.ion than it had
in ° Hellenistic or Classical Gre k times, Most of the destruction of the gutter
is clearly the result of Byzantine rather that Roman disturbance. ut the channel
did not serve the Romans as a road gutier, for there was mich Roman construction
on both sides of the chammel and on top of the early ro:d surface at the level of the
mtter. It is doubtful that the Romans could have moved the pati of the road much
further northward toward the Southwest Fountain ijouse, for Roman house walls have
Lbeen found even in that area, It may he that there was no extensive road along this

1ine in Roman times.

That the Romans used the poros channel possibly as a fresh-vater acueduct is
sugrested by surviving embankments thit were built up at its sides, <nd in two
places, cutiings in the north side of the poros gutter from which water was channeled
in finger-marked, - . torra-cotta tiles. One of these channels leads from the
g tter down to the stone steps southwe st of the Southwest Fountain House, where
sections of the terra-cotta tiles were found in place. The £ill from the modified

poros Gutter indicates that it went out of use in Late Roman times. One pocket of

this fi1l, south of the Southwest Fountain fouse, yielded two intact terra-cotta
: LS4%0, S487
lamps of the Lth and Sth centuries A.D.(K Finds, 3760, 3761) and many coins which

unfortunately were illeginle,

A complex of water systems of different Roman periods was uncovered just south of

the southwest corner of the Theseion at the west end of Trench IV (I16). The chronological
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order of the channels is difficult to ascertain because o their compact condition.
Here a stretch of Late Roman wall of stones, bricks, and white mortar runs parallel

to the Poros Gutier on its north side. In the line of the wall, either cut from

the wall or built into it, was a gap of ca. 2,00m, which had been filled in later times
y a much cruder construction of small field stones and mid. When this crude addition
tc L e Late Roman wall was removed, two water systems were discovered running diagonally
o the northwest through the line of the wall. The first system consisted of a square
settling basin directly in the line of the wall with a g terra-cotta tile
leading from it., This basin, 0.LSm.by O.L7m. in area end 0,37m. deep, is a neat con-
struction, lined with marble and 1imestone slabs on three side and with red terra-
cotta roof tiles on the bottom and fourth side. The fill of the .asin contained

Roman nottery to the 2nd century A.D., making it a good deal earlier than tre 1ate

Roman wall whose lin: passes oVer it, No further trace could be found of this system
drain
beyond the single length of’til.s at its outlet. Its trench must have been disturbed

by the construction of the second channel which lies adjacent to it and is bonded by
w-ite mortar to the east section of the Late Roman wall, This bonding inadicates
that the channel is either contemporary or later than the wall,and in either case
mich later than the channel with t.e settling basin, T'e Poros Gutter to the south
had been trimmed on one side to accomodate thi s. terra-cotta line, whether to supply
it or to allow it to nass over the poros channel is difficult to tell., Though very little
of the terra-cotta tile of this water channel survives, its trench was easily traced,
The trench was excava‘ed along a 3.00m. diagonal to the northwest where it turned
directly to the west and continued 9,50m. until its course was lost near the scarp
left by the removal of a modern house adjacent to the Annex of the Southwest Fountain
House. The pottery from this trench was a mixture of Classical Greek, ‘-felleniétic,

and Roman.

A third terra-cotta water channel of 0.15m. wide, ~deaiw ciles was discovered
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imbedded in the base of the western section of the Late Roman wall, It is at the
same level as the channel with the settling basin, and has the same type and size
of terr::cott.a tiles., Tese two systems were probavly contemporary, the western
channel being buried in the suilding of the Jate Roman wall, Excavation to the
sest of this wall showed the continuance of this wa-er-channel in the form of

a low wall-like pase with a plastered, convex top surface widch carried the terra-
~otta tiles. Traces of the terra-cotta pipe still remain stuck in the plaster atop
this small ajueduct, Its course to the west is preserved until cub off by the scarp

south of the Annex to tne Southwest Fountain House.

RYZANTINE TIMES

The excavation has produced evidence of great activity in t'is area during
nyz ntine times, particularly in the 11th and 12th centuries. We have mentioned
the ~yzantine pillage of the massive blocks of limestone from the poros Agueduct
at the southeast -ormer of the Theseion., The pillaged aqueduct irench, as well as
twe disturved bedrock south of it, yielded a great quantity of 11th and 12th
century glazed sherds, and Byzantine coarse ware with its characteristic gritty
grey fabric flecked with white and the surface browned by firing. In the area of
the tiree western trenches (116 - 16), 21.00m to 65.00m. west of the southeast
~orner of the Theseion, the syzantine remnants are more dramatic. Within this
area is a line of 1l large pithoi, or storape pits, the largest accumulation of

suc': structhres ever found in the area of the Agora. These pithol .re quite similar

in s}ﬁ)e, size, and ~onstruction. They ire lined with a 0,02-0,0Lm, thickness of

tough grey plaster which is backed by a 0,20m. thick wall of either sun-dried orick,
stone, kiln-fired brick, or some combination of these, Tre flat floors are from

1.7 ¢ 40 1.5°m, in diame‘er, depending on the shape. The average preserved depth

18 1.5'm. t-ough, if their bee-hive shape were preserved to its full heigh’,

~nlminating in a small opening, the total depth would be ca. 2.00m.
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The upper portions of the Tyzantine pithoi, as well as the structures that
noused them, were totally demolished in Turkish times as can be se:n from the many
pieces of Turkis: pottery found in the upper fill of these pits. The -ulk of
identifiaile nottery from th fill of the pithoi was from the 11t and 12th centuries,
including. nieces of 1llth century 3yzantine white-ware., In one of threc pithoi in
Tren:h IIT (I16) south of the Theseion, together with pottery of the 11th and 12th
centuries, was found a bronze coin in very good condition which was positively
identified as the issue of Alexius I, Comnenus (2 April 1061 - 15 Aug. 1118),

(For nearly identical parallels of this coin cf. Wroth, Imperial Byzantine Coins

in The wTitish Museum, p. 551-2, Pl. LXV, no. 18-21.).

The position and direction of these ;jyzantine storage pits form an irregular
line which begins south of the Poros Gutter, gradually cuts across the gutter
toward the northwest, and contimues to t e scarp at the limit of our excavation
southwe st of the Southwest Fountain House., The construction of these pithoi was the
greatest single factor in the destruction of the Poros Gutter, Five of them were
sunk in the line of the Poros Gutter, and two of these have left neat circular
cuts through it, The section of the gutter which ran in front of the three pithoi
in Trench III, south of the Theseion, was entirely pillaged .y the Byzantines,
and ~tunks of its poros limestone were used in the construction of the pithos walls.
Two of the pithoi in Trench V (H16) sout of the Southwest Fountain House have been
cut through by the construction of later pithoi of similar shape and size, This
similarity, as well as that of the pottery found in them, suggest that the later
pit ol are replacements within the Byzantine period rather than later intrusions
vy the Turkish., Judging from the size and number of these storage pits, ihis area

rust have bcen a commercial center rather than a domestic settlement in the 11th

and 12th centuries of the Byzaniine era,
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TURKIS!: AND MODERN TIMES

As we mentioned in the introduction to this report, the shallow depth ' of the
bedrock beneath Asteroskopeiou Street usually resulted in the wholesale disturnance
of the monuments of any settlement by its successors. As the 3yzantine levels were
taken over by the Turkish, so the Turkish fared at the hands of the late 19th and
early 20th century puilders. In the upper meter of modern road fill there were few
remains of Turkish houses, but vast ruantities of mixed potsherds from the T rkish
and Modern periods., This disturvance is due largely to the modern water and gas lines
which were laid oeneath the modern road throughout its 1engt.!1. The most destructive
of these utilities was the gas pipeline which was laid 0,80 to 1.,00m. below the
modern road surface, cutting through the Turkish, pyzantine, and Roman levels, and,

so th of the Soutlwest Fountain ‘louse, damaging the poros Cutter and house walls of

Classical Greek times,

one of the identifiaple Turkish structures which sirvived to be unearthed in tidis
excavation was a house wall with a stone curb peside it, adjacent to the Turkish

cistern above the sout east cornmer of the Treseion, The nottery around the lower

part of this wall was early Turkish up to the 17t century. Also recognizavle as

16th century "urkish was a cobblestone road surface, or courtyard paving, at the
southwest corner of Trench II (J16) south of the Theseion. It was situated 1.00m.
selow the modern road surface,and its dimensions were 1.50m, wide by 0.20m, longe.
The pottery above the coshlestones was predominantly 16th century Turkish, and

below, a mixture of Roman and ‘urkish to the 16th century,

CONSERVATION
pesides the strictly archaeological work done this season, much effort was
given to the conservation of previously excavated monuments, Some of the earth

removed from the east-west road was used as fill in the area of the South Square,
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T e demolition, during the excavation, of the modern house walls at the north side
of t'e road, provided stone for the building of a retaining wall at the south side

of the Southwest Fountain House, and the building-up of the walls around the precinct

\S :
of the Theseion., After the season's end, tie modern house walls bodering the road on

the south were demolished, and wall-building contimued in the Soulh Square area.
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